AUCTI ON PROJECT

The CSS auction is Saturday, April 4, 2009, 6:30pm, at the Madeline School. Tickets are on sale right now! I
hope that your family will consider coming to support the auction and CSS! The funds raised at the auction
directly benefit the middle school. For example, the PTA bought us lockers, novel sets, and gave us a generous
amount of money for our trips! Without all of our participation at the auction, this would not be possible.

Speaking of which...it's time to start thinking about our yearly class project. We have talked, as teachers, and
have a few ideas. However, we NEED a parent, or a few parents, who would be willing to help coordinate and
organize. Please email me (Ms. Jones) or let me know if you are available, willing, interested, or have ideas!

MS. JONES' STORYLINE
UPDATE

Students are hard at work finishing up our
storyline and planning for our culmination!

Please put WEDNESDAY. JANUARY

22, 2009 AT 4:00 PM on your calendar.
I will send a permission slip home soon, but
I will be keeping your child from 3-4 pm on
that day to prepare. Students will also be
signing up soon for the refreshment that
they would like to contribute.

Now, a bit about what's been happening on
Easter Island.. Before the snow hit,
students completed their persuasive essay
and their science inquiry work sample. They
have been testing many rocks, using weather
instruments, looking at layers of the
atmosphere and writing.  Our Rapanui
islanders are continuing their somewhat
peaceful existence on the island, although
with all of the deforestation and lack of
food, perhaps it's really more of a struggle
to survive.

As we prepare for our culmination, students
will be starting fo complete their topic
books. Students will be working to complete
the final drafts of all their writing...so they
may be letting you know that they need to
come early or stay after school to get this
work done.

Also, please remember that all Earth

Science projects are due

Wednesday, Jan. 7!

MS. BRAUN'S STORYLINE
UPDATE

In our storyline we are attending the 2008/2009 USGS
Annual Conference taking place in Jostlin' Beach, Oregon.
Students brainst ormed geographic features of the
Oregon Coast and then developed a setting that includes
mountains, a river, the beach, and the ocean. Students
received an invitation to the conference, along with a
description of the USGS and it's mission, and then
developed individual characters with expertise in a
particular field of study (geology, oceanography,
astronomy, meteorology). We brainstormed occupations
for these characters and then students wrote detailed
biographies. We also created portraits and I.D. badges to
be worn during conf erence sessions. Ask your student
about their Conference character and the kind of work
they do.

Our conference began with a "Meet and Greet" session in
which students were asked to introduce themselves and
describe their field of study. Since then we have had
many conf erence sessions to study earth history through
an exploration of the Grand Canyon. We have taken a O
virtual field trip"” to the Grand Canyon and studied
sedimentary rock samples found in the canyon. We even
created our own sedimentary rock formations to simulate
the layers found in the Grand Canyon. As we explore the
Grand Canyon we have had the opportunity to read the
journal writings of John Wesley Powell, a distinguished
geologist and the first non-native American to explore
the Colorado River and Grand Canyon. We have
discovered that science is not for the faint of heart! Ask
your student about Major Powell's hair-raising rescue
using his pants! In the next few weeks we will round out
this survey of earth science with additional sessions in
planetary science and some weat her review. | n addition
to these sessions, students will have the opportunity to
share the Earth Science Project they have completed
outside of class.

We will have our USGS Conf erence Storyline culmination
during the last week in January. Look for details in the
coming weeks as to the date and time.




